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LETTERS: The third volume of V. L. Parrington's Main Cur-
rents in American Thought (N. Y., 1930), though left incom-
plete by his death in 1929, rounds out an important trilogy in
the social interpretation of American literature and exercised a
stimulating effect through the thirties. Alfred Kazin, On Native
Grounds (N. Y*, 1942), is easily the best book on the prose of
this era; but good supplementary material occurs in Malcolm Cow-
ley, ed., After the Genteel Tradition (N. Y., 1937), and Max-
well Geismar, Writers in Crisis (Boston, 1942). For the accom-
plishments of the FWA, see "Work of the Federal Writers' Project
of WPA/* Publishers' Weekly, CXXXV, Part I (1939), 1130-
1135; Katharine Kellock, "The WPA Writers: Portraitists of the
United States," American Scholar, IX (1940), 473-482; Mabel
S. Ulrich, "Salvaging Culture for the WPA," Harper's Mag.f
CLXXVIII (1939), 653-664; and Lewis Mumford, "Writers'
Project," New Republic, XCII, 306-307 (Oct. 20, 1937). Ameri-
can Stuff: an Anthology of Prose and Verse (N. Y., 1937) repre-
sents "off-time" creative activity by FWP employees. A project
undertaken at the close of this era for publication in 1948, Literary
History of the United States (R. E. Spiller and others, eds., 2 vols.
of text, 1 of bibliography) , contains instructive material, including
a chapter by Malcolm Cowley on the literary profession in the
thirties, from which the present writer has benefited.

LEISURE AND RECREATION

GENERAL: R R. Dulles, America Learns to Play (N, Y.,
1940), has two chapters pertinent here, while J. R. Tunis, De-
mocracy in Sport (N. Y., 1941), considers the social philosophy
of games. J. F. Steiner, Americans at Play (Recent Social Trends
Monograph, N. Y., 1933), gives mainly the pre-Depression pic-
ture; his Research Memorandum on Recreation in the Depression
(Social Sci. Research Coun., Bull., no. 32, 1937) extends the nar-
rative* Recreation (N. Y., 1907- ), the National Recreation
Association monthly, devotes one issue annually (normally June)
to a "Year Book" reviewing community recreation; the Associa-
tion's Park Recreation Areas in the United States: 1940 offers
a survey of municipal and county park systems; under the same
sponsorship appeared G. D. Butler, Introduction to Community
Recreation (N. Y., 1940), containing a chapter on the Depression.